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determined to have their own way. For a week
after the opening of the session Charles left them
alone ; then, seeing how nothing would be
effected as long as they persisted in their present
unruly frame of mind, he acted suddenly and
unexpectedly. " The Lords being satt, not in their
robes (as is usuall at prorogations and dissolu-
tions) the King came into the House," crowned
in his robes of state which, it is said, had been
conveyed secretly into Christ Church in a sedan
chair, and sent for the Commons to attend him.
This dramatic and unforeseen gesture produced
the utmost consternation ; it was at once obvious
what the King's intentions were. Turning to
his faithless Commons - " Gentlemen," he said,
" that all the world may see to what a point we
are come, that we are not likely to have a good
end, when the divisions at the beginning are such ;
therefore, my Lord Chancellor, do as I have
commanded you." Accordingly, Lord Chan-
cellor Finch, " by His Majesties command,
declared the Parliament dissolved." "This
sudden dissolution," observes Luttrell, <c was to
the surprise of all persons, and to the Parliament
themselves, they expecting no such thing ; and
'tis said 'twas known but to four persons."

Immediately after the dissolution of the last
Parliament he was ever to call, Charles returned